
Cockpit Upgrade

Aircraft:  Douglas TBD - 1 Devastator
Scale: 1/32                            Product: PE32 DEV

Cockpit Upgrade for the Trumpeter kit
Highly detailed Nickel Silver Instrument Panels, Seats, side consoles, 

radios, turnover bulkhead and more.
Full Colour one-piece decals. High fidelity replacement for kit parts.

PILOTS NOTES
Douglas TBD-1 Devastator

I. Prepare the kit parts where required by removing and keeping raised detail 
and ensuring a flat mounting surface. Cut off and save any 3D parts you 
can re-use.

II. Prime metal parts with a thin coat of metal primer.
III. Use backplate parts as templates to cut clear glass from acetate or use 

clear varnish to glaze,
IV. Remove PE parts using a sharp blade on a tile or glass and file away the 

tags. Turn the part over to see clearly where the tags are.
V. Paint backplate parts gloss black to accept decals.
VI. Cut out decals one at a time, soak and apply to backplates ensuring 

alignment to edges. Also use front panel parts to check alignment.
VII. Paint and detail paint front panel parts before assembly.
VIII. Assemble a sandwich of backplate part, glazing and front panel parts. 

Ensure holes align. 
IX. Carefully apply thin glue (PVA or CA) to edges (at points away from 

instrument apertures to avoid visible marks).
X. Add assembled sub-panels by lining up holes and pins on both parts.
XI. Add switches / knobs etc from plastic rod inserted into holes. Clear 

blocked holes with a heated pin.
XII. Fix completed panel onto kit part at appropriate time in your kit 

assembly.
XIII. Once painted gently wire wool edges / raised detail to get weathered metal 

effects
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I. Make operating handles by 
laminating parts 44 together in 
pairs

II. Roll part 22 with a rod on a mouse 
mat to make circular

III. Bend both part 48’s at 90 degrees 
to make Flare release handles

IV. The hole at the edge of part 4a is 
for a large lever not provided in 
the kit

No.1       PILOT’S SIDE CONSOLES

I. Part 10 is the headrest cushion. Either use the 
textured face or rotate for a clean face. 
Alternatively, use as a template for a cushion 
made from card or filler.

II. Add decal 11 to part 25 after folding, then 
laminate clear acetate and add part 24 – repeat 
for all similar sub-assemblies.

III. Bend part 12 at 90 degrees and assemble in the 
order shown and add part 20 once complete.

No.2       ROLLOVER BULKHEAD

I. All radios mounted to the bulkhead need 
bringing forward to just behind the 
folding shelf (part 40). Use plastruct or 
similar.

II. Parts 31 - the frame of the Gunner’s 
mounting ring looks best if the kit part 
is adjusted to remove the moulded holes.

III. The main deck (part 4) can be mounted to 
the kit main deck before full assembly. 
Use the holes for the fire extinguisher 
mount for correct location and carefully 
test fit with the fuselage halves before 
joining them.

No.3       RADIOMAN / GUNNERS COCKPIT

I. Laminate parts 5 & 45 and 5 & 46 to 
make the rails. Bend the bottom of the 
three-pronged end inwards, and the 
other end outwards and upwards to mount 
to the cockpit sidewall.

II. Note the angle the pilot’s canopy sits 
at as compared to the cockpit sill in 
this picture.

No.4       CANOPY RAILS
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